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Experts urge formal
compensation plan

- Rural people must be

paid for their sacrifices

PIYAPORN WONGRUANG '
SUPOJ WANCHARDEN

The ion systeo for famers who
allow their farmland to ebsorb water
to saye Bangkok from floods should be
formalised toimprave the water retentien
prucw,wawmg)mrecmnmmdedyu-

Sumet Tandvejkul, secretary-general
ofthe Chai Pattans Foundation, said water
rexention has deperved an the coopertion
of farmers and that has resulted in same
unfavourable outcomes.

In order to run the work consistently,
the government should systergise com-
pensation procedures for affecred farmers,
he said.

"“At present, we are sohiog the prohlem
In emergency situations. And every time
there is excess water, we have to beg
farmers for help. It's ime for us to work
systematically,” said DOr Sumet.

He said that such 2 system existed in
the United States where the suthorides
leased farmland for a particular period of
time for water diverslon purposes.

Moreover, he said officials should work
harder to find water rerention areas, adding
that he had learned that there were many
abandoned wells In the eastern region
that could recelve more water.

According to Dr Sumet, His Majesty
the King has been concermed abourt mega-
infrastructure projects that obstructed
watesways, causing severe floods.

Minlstries should now take Raoding
issues into account when they develop
infrastructuve projects, he said.

Katumi Musiake, secretasy-general of
the Asia Pacifi¢ Assaciation of Hydrology
and Water Resources, supported Dr Su-
met's recommendations, saying urban
residents should not leave rural peaple
who sacrifice their farmland without any
compensation.

Meanwhile, agriculeural officials yes-
texday could not reach agreement on ap-
propriate compensafion rates for faroers
who have opened their farmiand to water
run-off from. the North. T

Agricultural inspector-general Theera
Wongsamur, who chaired a dosed-door
mesting at the ministry, satd the officials
would reviewpast cormpensation amounts
to calculate the rates, which should be
based on farmers’ investments rathex than
on their farm produce values.

The Bangkok Metropolitan Adminis-
traton (BMA) has allowed the Royal Ixri-
gation Department (RID) to channel warer
frorm the Chao Phraya river to canals in
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the inner part of Bangkokto ease flooding
in the Chao Phraya river basin when sea
levels rise from Ocr 23-25.

The water diversion into the inner Bang-
kok canale, including Klong Phadung
Knmng Kasem, Klong Sam Sen, and Klong
Chong Nonsee, would help speed up water
drainage from the Central Plains, said
RID chief Semart Chokkanapitark.

The BMA's warer drainaga office assured
that Bangkok residents would not be af-
fected by the water diversion scheme be-
cauge the ciry's waterwsys had the capacity
10 Teceive more water,

However, Bangkok Govemnor Apirak
Kosayodhin usked the RID to adjust its
flood comtrol plan by diverdng excess waLer
to the Suphan Buri and Tha Chin xiversin
the westem province of Suphan Buri 1o
ensure that Bangkok would be spared the
mun-off,

Meanwhilé, a senlor irrigarion official
in charge of diverting floodwater into
farmland in Ayutthaya pravince, seid the
depastment yesterday began diverting
overflow from the Chao Phrays, Pa Sak
and Lop Buxi rivers into six major, fields
in the province, covering about 440,000
rai, where the water would be retained
for seven days. The warer level is now
meesured at 1.5 metres.

The official said he hasnot yetrecsived
any reports of opposition to the plan from
local fartners whohad previously expressed

concemn that the water would damage
their rice crops which'are abourt w be
arvested

h .

Sompong Chaowanlan, the provincial
irrigation chief, gaid Thung Makhar Yong
field in Bang Ban district, where the King
offared his privare land for use as a water
retention ares, curreotly halds around
1.5 million cubic metres.

“ayutthaya's farmland will be able w
receive as much us 150 million cu m of
floodwater which will be retained in our
fields for about a week until the flood
disaster eaces,” sald Mr Sompong,

Ayutthaya provincial officials also re-
ported that villagers were suffering from
drinking water shorrages as several drink-
ing water manufacruring planis were
inundated, while raw water for drinking
water praduction was of poor qualiry due
to water pollution in flood-hit areas.

Meanwhile, Her Majesty the Queenand
HRE Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorp
have donated pre-cooked food for affected

viDagers in Ang Thong province. They ||

instructed the Thai Red Cross Society to
deploy coaks at the provinciel hall to make
2,000 food boxes for distribudon to vilagers
in remote areas every day.

Prirne Minister Surayud Chulanont also
approved . 20-million-bahr disaster relief
fund for Nakhon Sawan to help around

200,000 people severaly hit by flocds in

the province.
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